Social Studies and World Citizenship

war. How many times have we heard people say recently,
c< I have learned more geography and history during this war
than I had learned in the rest of my life before ".

The approaches to the ways and means of dealing with
present-day national and international affairs during peace as
well as war are many and varied, but a clearly defined state-
ment agreed to by all teachers in the school will clearly make
the whole work of the school a basis of co-ordination, chiefly
through its curriculum. Issues of public interest should be
intelligently and dispassionately discussed as they arise. The
teacher who leads such a discussion will be determined by
the nature of the issue which is under discussion.

The practical advantages of all this are obviously
numerous. No new subject is introduced, but the whole
scheme of instruction is re-orientated so as to bring purpose
and vitality to every section of the present curriculum. The
teaching of all subjects can bear some share in the work of
preparing the child to shoulder, in the right spirit, the
responsibilities he must assume in the world when he or
she leaves school.

As the school becomes conscious of its connexion with
the problems of the world around it, the pupils should
become anxious to co-operate, and their powers of observa-
tion and opportunities for experience will enable them to
make valuable contributions in the form of local data and
suggestions for research. The success of such a scheme
depends on all members of the staff being convinced of its
worth and being prepared to serve as a team* Unity of
spirit in a diversity of minds is the very essence of demo-
cracy. The staff should provide an example of this spirit.
The danger of bias will be minimized, for teachers of varied
opinions will together be preparing the child to find his own
solution of the problems which will eventually face him.

Present-day aduhs are more aware of their social responsi-
bilities than children; for them a more detailed study of the
machinery of government is required.
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